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Google Books helps users discover books. 

It exposes readers to information they might not otherwise see, and it provides authors and publishers with a new way to be found. It’s an historic effort to make all of the knowledge contained within the world’s books searchable online.
Technology can bring amazing opportunity to people all over the world. Google believes that giving people the power to share and search the world’s information will continue to break down barriers and bring communities together.  Any person, anywhere, anytime should have the tools to explore the great works of history and culture. Google’s mission is to democratize access to the world’s information.] 

Google Book Search is a catalyst for those who write, publish and recommend books to bring the world of words to people all over the globe.  

Google Books has been launched in 2004 and has since developed along two models of partnerships with Libraries and with Publishers.
Users can search the full text of over 10 million books many of them very difficult to find.
Over 1.5 million public domain books are available for users to read and download for free.

Over 2 million in-copyright partner books are previewable by users.
Books in the Google Books index represent over 100 languages. Over 50% of the books in our index are not in English. Google Books is available to users in 124 countries, across 42 languages.  

As these new tools emerge, the traditional ways information is dealt with and filtered by and for students and researchers are faced with unprecedented novelty. Many, among researchers and in the academic world have started embracing new ways to better share knowledge and fulfill their educational missions. 

By the selection of works that they perform, partnering libraries and publishers are actively participating in including as many printed works as possible thus making sure cultural diversity is a visible reality in such a project.

Google is bringing many technologies to the project (scanning, OCR, Indexing and search technologies, etc.) while integrating Google Books in the overall Google Search experience as well as on third-party web sites (that of Libraries, Publishers, Booksellers, social networking sites…) .
In the future, Google is looking forward to working with the academic and publishing world to even further expand ways to access books online and offline while building platforms that make sure that right holders are compensated for their work.  
